
Destruction of Polish culture

The German plan to erase Poland from the map of 
Europe and to physically exterminate Poles and their 
culture was a planned and deliberate process. In the 
territories incorporated into the Reich, all Polish in-
stitutions and organizations were closed. The Polish 
language was eliminated from public spaces. 

The German plans left no doubt about the fate of 
Poles and Polish culture.

I t is the Führer’s will to convert Polish Pomerania into 
German West Prussia as quickly as possible. All com-
petent authorities agree that the following condition 
must be met in order to accomplish this task: the phys- 
ical extermination of all Poles that had played a lead- 
ing role of any kind in the Polish society or may in the 
future promote Polish resistance.

SS-Sturmbannführer Dr Franz Röder in a memorandum on the resolution of 
 the Polish question in Gdańsk Pomerania, 20 October 1939

Henceforward, it is prohibited to use the Polish 
language in public places. Any violation of this 
law will result in the harshest punishment. 
Modrow, district head and administrator, in 
an announcement for the district of Koście-
rzyna, 1 January 1940 (AMS)

Albert Forster in his office, proclaiming the 
incorporation of Gdańsk into the Reich over 
the radio, 1 September 1939 (AIPN)

German ordinance of 14 September 1939 concern- 
ing the mandatory removal of Polish-language in-
scriptions from public space and the closure of Po-
lish schools (AMS).
II. All inscriptions in the Polish language on shops 
and other buildings, as well as inside them, must be 
removed within 24 hours, and German-language in-
scriptions must be placed in their stead as soon as 
possible.
IV. Schools remain closed until further notice. 

Wehrmacht soldiers tearing down the coat of arms of the 
Republic of Poland on the building of the Government 
Commissariat in Gdynia, September 1939 (MMG)

Those who belong to the Polish nation must disappear.  
I t is our most honourable duty to do everything in our power 

 to ensure that every manifestation of 
 Polishness disappears completely.

Albert Forster, Governor of the Reich District of Danzig-West Prussia, 
 in a speech to the Volksdeutsche in Bydgoszcz, 27 November 1939

We must exterminate those lousy Poles, 
 starting with the newborns. […] I place the fate of the 

Poles in your hands; do with them what you will!
Albert Forster in Wejherowo, September–October 1939

 The Polish language must be completely eradicated.
Der Danziger Vorposten, no. 361, 31 December 1942 


